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Rose Lubang dreamed 
of a life caring for 
others. 


By GreG Diaz 


& MADISON D’ORNELLAS 
Staff Writers 


Rose Chelsea Lubang could not help 
but take care of others. 

When her friends told her of their 
plan to take her to Las Vegas for Rose’s 
21st birthday, she told them that she 
would be the group's designated driver. 

The Cal State Long Beach fresh- 
man died Wednesday night after being 
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student dies at 18 


rushed to the 
hospital with se- 
vere chest pains. 

Lubang came 
to CSULB with 
dreams of be- 
coming a nurse, 
a decision that 
her friends said 
was a natural 
extension of her 
desire to care for 
others. 

“When you 
would ask her something she would 
say, “Yes? She would never say, ‘No,” 
Monica Haro, a CSULB freshman and 
Rose’s friend since high school, said. 


Faculty could stri 


The CFA expects 
students to strike along 
with professors and 
other labor groups. 


By ARIANA SAWYER 
News Editor 


California State University faculty 
will strike for five days at CSU campus- 
es across the system in April if collec- 
tive bargaining continues to fail, and 
students are welcome to join, California 


Faculty Association leaders announced 


Monday morning. 

“Tt is time for faculty and students 
to stand together and say, “No longer,” 
Kevin Wehr, CFA vice president, said. 

The CFA’s 23,000 professors, lectur- 
ers, librarians, counselors and coaches 
will strike Apr. 13-15 and Apr. 18-19 
along with other labor groups such as 
the Los Angeles County AFL-CIO and 
the Service Employees International 
Union. 

The SEIU represents over 700,000 
workers in California, and the AFL- 
CIO represents over 300 different 
unions in Los Angeles County. 

In addition to these labor groups, 
the CFA said they have secured strike 
authorizations from unions in almost 
every city with a CSU campus. 

“If a strike occurs, campuses intend 
to remain open, the CSU said in a 
statement. “Many classes will be of- 
fered, and students should check with 
their instructors regarding the status of 
their classes. The strike should not in- 
terfere with students being able to com- 
plete their semester and quarter courses 


“Even if she was 
struggling - in 
high school she 
struggled to 
walk [because 
of leg swelling], 
and if someone 
wanted her to 
go to a class she 
would say, ‘Yes, 
Pll go with you.” 

This was the 
Facesoox | TeSponse of 
someone who in 
elementary school answered “nurse” on 
a name tag that asked “When I grow up 
I want to be...” 

Rose was the person that all her 


friends turned to for advice, calming 
nerves with a simple “Oh, you got this.” 

“She was a really good listener, 
CSULB freshman Kathleen Porras said. 
“She never wanted anyone to worry 
about her” 

Rose’s friends recalled the ease with 
which she made new friends, seemingly 
knowing “everything about everyone,’ 
said Kyla Fernando, a freshman business 
major and friend since middle school. 

Michelica  Balajadia, a 
pre-nursing student, attributed this con- 


first-year 


nection with others to Rose's outgoing 
and inviting personality. 

“She's a real, genuine person,’ Balajadia 
said. “She's also really friendly, she’s easy 
to talk to, she’s not intimidating at all. You 


ke for 5 days 
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can approach her on the sidewalk if you 
see her” 

Rose, a graduate of Long Beach Poly- 
technic High School, and a lover of Sam 
Smith’s “Money on My Mind? would 
have become an excellent nurse. All you 
need to do is ask the people that she al- 
ready cared for. 

“I pretty much miss everything,” Fer- 
nando said. “We just had classes together; 
I'm going to miss seeing her there and 
especially [her] being two blocks away, 
now | wont be able to see her, and I miss 
that too.” 

A GoFundMe has been set up for Rose 
to aid in funeral expenses. To donate, go 
to _https://www.gofundme.com/2mn- 
6qqbs. 
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Students and faculty hold signs and chant at the “Fight for Five” protest outside of a Board of Trustees meeting in the California State University Office of 
the Chancellor Nov. 17. Students said they were protesting a 2 percent tuition increase. 


and graduate on time.” 

The CFA said previously that a strike 
would only last for one day and that 
strikes for each CSU campus would 
be held on different days. The faculty 
union’s Board of Directors authorized 
the longer, system-wide five-day strike 
Friday evening. 

A strike is still uncertain, as both the 
CSU management and the CFA wait for 
the fact-finding committee to publish 
the report in mid- to late-March. The 
CFA has said the report will likely look 
favorably on the faculty’s case. 


“Tm really hopeful we can avert the 
strike,’ CFA President Jennifer Eagan 
said. 

Chancellor Timothy P. White and 
the Board of Trustees are offering fac- 
ulty a 2 percent salary increase, but the 
CFA has said the 5 percent raise is the 
least they will accept, citing the rising 
cost of living and inflation. 

“The majority of faculty members 
cant afford to live where they teach? 
Antonio Gallo, CFA chair of contract 
development, . said. “We have facul- 
ty members who have to go to food 


banks.” 

Eagan said professors must set a 
good example for students and that 
they will spend time talking in the 
classroom about why faculty are going 
on strike. 

“T think a lot of our students will want 
to picket along with us,’ Eagan said. 

Kaitlyn Gorbet, a Cal State Long 
Beach art history transfer student, said 
that she would stand with her profes- 
sors in the strike and understood the 
significance of using class time to artic- 
ulate why the strike would occur. 


“It sucks that teachers are kind of 
forced to do it in a way, but I think that 
it's effective,’ Gorbet said. “Tf they're tak- 
ing up our time, someone higher up is 
going to notice. Hopefully it’s effective, 
because I want to be a teacher too one 
day, and teachers deserve more because 
what they're doing is really important.” 

When the fact-finding report is pub- 
lished, the CFA said it will make a copy 
available to the public. If wage negotia- 
tions do not resume, the strike -will be 
automatic. 

Taryn Sauer contributed to this story. 
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LB loves LGBT 


Human Rights 
Campaign awards the 
city of Long Beach a 
pertect score in the 
Municipal Equality 
Index for 2015. 


By MICAYLA VERMEEREN 
Opinions Editor 


We all know Long Beach takes pride 
in its LGBT community, but the Human 
Rights Campaign has acknowledged 
the efforts of the city to also protect 

“that community via the 2015 Municipal 
Equality Index. 


By offering equivalent benefits and 


The MEI exists as a way to quantify 
nationwide municipal law as it affects 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
residents of given cities across America. 

“The MEI’s emphasis on policies that 
are so critical to our fight to extend full 
equality to all Americans — including 
non-discrimination ordinances, city 
services, employment policies and ben- 
efits, and law enforcement practices 
— continue to be at the core of this re- 
port,’ HRC President Chad Griffin said 
in the report introduction. 

After being reviewed in five catego- 
ries that total up to 100 points, Long 
Beach earned a perfect score. 

Seven additional points were award- 
ed to the city as means of recognizing 
city efforts to create outreach programs 
for LGBT youth and HIV/AIDS pos- 


itive residents, as well as having an 
openly LGBT elected municipal official 
in Mayor Robert Garcia. 

The structure of the review does not 
allow for final recorded scores higher 
than 100, though, so special mentions 
are made on a case-by-case basis at the 
bottom of the report to recognize the 
additional qualifications. 

Long Beach is one of 47 cities to re- 
ceive 100 points in the MEI, earning 
a spot in the top 11 percent of cities 
and municipalities that were reviewed. 
Aside from Long Beach, Cathedral City, 
Los Angeles, Palm Springs, San Diego, 
San Francisco, San Jose and West Hol- 
lywood earned perfect marks across 
the survey. Brisbane received the low- 
est score for California, totaling just 42 
points. 


In total, 408 American cities and 
municipalities were surveyed for 2015, 
encompassing over 89 million Ameri- 
cans with an average point total of 56. 
This is the highest number of surveys 
conducted for the Index, increasing 
from the roughly 350 regions included 
in the 2014 MEI. 

HRC targeted a combination of 
small, midsize and large cities, as well 
as the five largest cities in each state, 
each state capital, cities holding each 
state's two largest universities and the 
200 largest cities overall. 

And while the HRC said that the 
MEI cannot always be used as a way to 
gauge the true quality of life or personal 
atmosphere of a given city in relation to 
its LGBT population, the legal standing 
of a city or municipality in regards to 


These are the categories that the HRC rated cities across America on. 


protections to LGBT employees, 
and by awarding contracts to fair-minded 


businesses, municipalities commit themselves to 


treating LGBT employees equally. 


III. Municiple Services 


Fair enforcement of the law includes 
responsible reporting of hate crimes and 


engaging with the LGBT community in 


a thoughtful and respectful way. 


C) 


Community | 


public accommodations. 


employment, iousirig: Gnd “PST As tase 


equal rights and protection can influ- 
ence those factors. 

Rebecca Isaacs, executive director 
for the Equality Federation Institute, 
said in the report that a main reason for 
publishing the scorecards is to educate 
the general population on the legal dis- 
crimination still faced by LGBT Ameri- 
cans in over half of the states. 

The scorecards were filled using sta- 
tistics gathered by HRC researchers, 
but the cities were able to participate 
in the final review to strengthen con- 
nections between the communities and 
researchers and share information that 
might have been missed in the original 
surveys. State Equality Federation rep- 
resentatives were also allowed to proc- 
tor a review of the scorecards before 
publishing. 


This category evaluates whether e . 
discrimination on the basis of sexual ~~ - 
orientation and gender identity 

is prohibited by the city,. ee or state in 5 OFE05,9 of, 


aoe 
arene ne 


Il. Municipality as Employer 


This section assesses the efforts of the city to 
ensure LGBT constituents are 
included in city services and programs. 


This category measures the city leadership’s commitment to 


fully include the LGBT community 


and to advocate for full equality. 


Ste 
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The City of Long Beach received a perfect score 
in every category on the HRC’s 2015 Municipal 
Equality Index Scorecard. 
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Return of Kings cancels tribal meetup 


Roosh Valizadeh 
canceled the meetup 


due to press and social 
media backlash. 


By BRANDON FLICKINGER 
Staff Writer 


Return of Kings, a blog for an orga- 
nization of self-described “neo-mas- 
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culinists; cancelled its first in-person 
meetings scheduled for Feb. 6, includ- 
ing the planned Long Beach meetup in 
the parking lot of Glory Days Sports 
Grill in Lakewood. 

The meetups were intended to be the 
first of many with the purpose of estab- 
lishing individual neo-masculinist com- 
munities called “tribes” around the world. 

Roosh Valizadeh, blogger and fre- 
quent group spokesman, wrote an ar- 
ticle for the site that advocates the le- 


galization of rape on private property. 


INCLUDES: 
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OR 
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Valizadeh later claimed the article was 
satire. 

The Return of Kings blog includes 
articles titled “Women Should Not Be 
Allowed to Vote” and “Women Must 
Have Their Behavior and Decisions 
Controlled by Men” The comments on 
these articles indicate they are not con- 
sidered satire by their authors or the 
community. 

Valizadeh cancelled the meetup be- 
cause he said he could no longer “guar- 
antee the safety or privacy of the men 


did y 


who want to attend” due to the press 
and social media backlash. 

Valizadeh previously wrote regard- 
ing the planned meetup, “Our views are 
becoming known enough that we can 
‘come out’ of the shadows and not have 
to hide behind a computer screen for 
fear of retaliation.” 

Sheriffs from Long Beach and Lake- 
wood were present in case a meeting still 
took place. 

“We're here to be a presence and keep 
the peace,” said Sergeant Sean O’Dona- 


ghue of the Lakewood Police Depart- 
ment, who emphasized they were there 
to keep both Return of Kings’ members 
and potential protesters safe. 

Glory Days Sports Grill knew of the 
planned meetup for a week and a half in 
advance and had contacted the local po- 
lice, according to manager Chris Coakley. 
“We take care of our home; Coakley said. 

In the wake of the cancellation, Re- 
turn of Kings called for donations and 
purchases of Valizadeh’s “Bang Guides” 


to build up its organization. 
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Guest Speakers share 
their experiences living 
in a post-apartheid 
South Africa. 


By JORGE PANIAGUA 
Staff Writer 


From 1948 to 1994, South Africa 
was under apartheid — a system of 
racial segregation enforced by the Na- 
tional Party. 

Two South African guest speakers, 
law student at the University of Wit- 
watersrand, Jaimie Mithi and anoth- 
er South African guest speaker who 
asked not to be named, were invited 
from their country to share their expe- 
riences living in a post-apartheid na- 
tion while also voicing their opinions 
on what an apartheid truly is. 

They spoke at the “Let’s Talk About 
Apartheid” event which took place 
Monday and was hosted by 49ers for 
Israel, a campus organization dedi- 
cated to student activism and Israeli 
culture. 

The event commemorated Black 
History Month and aimed to inform 
students of the prevalent racial dis- 
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crimination which was once the norm 
in South Africa, its origins and the ef- 
fects it left on the country to this day. 

During the South African apart- 
heid, contact between whites and 
nonwhites was uncommon. Nonwhite 
South Africans were forced to live in 
separate areas from white people and 
use separate facilities. If a black per- 
son was found in an area designated 
for whites only by the police, he or she 
would have been criminally charged. 

“South Africa ended up with two 
colonial settlers,” Mithi said. “You had 
the British community and the Dutch 
community. The idea of colonization 
is you come into the place, you take 
over the place, you impose your sys- 
tem, your laws, your culture and then 
you create exclusive access to decision 
making.” 

The white minority in South Africa 


during this time of colonization en- 


forced strict racial segregation in the 
country, dividing the white minority 
and black majority. 

The speakers also shared their ex- 
periences in Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. Due to the widespread alle- 
gations of Israel being under apartheid 
both speakers decided to visit the re- 
gion, and in their opinion found there 
was no systematic racial segregation 
backed by the government in Israel. 
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ivided look into apartheid 
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Jaimie Mithi, author of “Your Student Secrets,” speaks about the history of apartheid in South Africa Monday. 


The way the National Party did in 
> South Africa. 
“Let's Talk About Apartheid” pro- 


vided an informative look into the 
racial discrimination which divid- 
ed a country while the speakers also 


provided their personal opinions on 
whether or not Israel is an apartheid 
state. 
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Album ‘Dissonants’ lacks the discord 


ALBUM 
REVIEW 


Australian band 
Hands Like Houses’ 
new release leaves 
much to be desired. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & bie ee 


Nothing is worse than misleading 
album titles. 

And 
band Hands Like Houses’ sophomore 


unfortunately, Australian 
album “Dissonants” may leave listen- 
ers incredibly underwhelmed. 

Hands Like Houses harp on a 
sound that may remind listeners of 
their music taste circa 2005. Though 
personally, Panic! At the Disco’s 2005 
album “A Fever You Can't Sweat Out” 
still has a disturbingly high number 
of plays on my iTunes. 

However, when it comes to Hands 


Like 
sounds just need to stay in 2005, 


Houses’ “Dissonants,’ some 
along with shaggy scene hair and 
that My Chemical Romance poster, 
pre-“Welcome to the Black Parade.” 

Not to say I don’t appreciate the 
sentiment. 

Sometimes it’s nice hearing pale 
guys yell into microphones, but in the 
case of Hands Like Houses, their sec- 
ond album was too uniform. 

Some tracks were able to stand out 
among the loud shouting and chug- 
ging guitar. The first track on the 


26 


albunt “I Am” offers a vaguely nos- 
talgic, almost 90s Britpop sound that 
will make you want to drive down the 
101 at 2 a.m. with the windows down 
and your throat raw from screaming 
along. 

But what once was promising ends 
up leaving much to be desired. The 
progression of tracks bleed into one 
another, and despite some interesting 
synthesizer work, as heard in songs 
such as: “Grey Havens” and “Glass- 
house,” the album feels like an overall 
reach by Hands Like Houses to bring 
something new to the rock scene. 

Their sound is hard, sharp guitar 
riffs and thumping bass lines that are 


reminiscent of Fall Out Boy’s “From 
Under the Cork Tree, especially in 


notes without skipping a beat — it 


terms of the lead singer’s voice. Lead 
singer Trenton Woodley has a voice 
that just grates.Through a technical 
lens, Hands Like Houses have a sol- 
id sound. If there’s one good thing to 
be said about “Dissonants,’ it’s that 
Hands Like Houses has achieved a 
cohesive sound that normally may 
take bands multiple albums to pro- 
duce.. 

They got it down on their second 
try. 

But for an album called “Disso- 
nants,” a play-on-words for the actual 
English word, dissonance, meaning 
lack of musical harmony, there isn’t 
any lack of harmony. The album is 
too groomed, too contained. Though 


Woodley displays an impressive vo- oa f 
Dissonants 
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KKK 


cal range — hitting screeching high 


doesn't change the fact that the album 
is simply bland. 

However, it’s hard to say that it’s 
a lost cause. Hands Like Houses’ co- 


hesion as a band promises more col- 
laboration in the future, and maybe 
next time around it won't feel so 
boring. 

Unfortunately they failed to spark 
my attention, even if “Dissonants” 
gave me a brief flashback into emo 
nostalgia. 
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Lyes off my hemline 


Dress codes and 
uniforms don’t 
measure up to their 
proposed intention. 


By TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writer 


cc 


ank top straps 
must be one- 
inch thick; 
skirts must be 
past the finger- 
tips; no revealing the navel and no low- 
cut blouses” — that’s how my high school 
dress code sounded. 

I remember taking two fingers to my 
straps, tugging at skirts that were almost 
just right and thinking Id never wear a 
blouse until I was old and employed, so it 
didn’t matter anyway. 

Random girls -- and it was almost al- 
ways girls -- walked around in PE. uni- 
forms when they got busted for breaking 
the rules. And they stood out, rather than 
blended in with the mix of styles trotting 
around the school grounds. 

Now, at Cal State Long Beach, where 
diversity is celebrated instead of censored, 
students are free to wear rainbow hair, the 
shortest shorts they can find, nail polish 
on any finger in any design and basically 
compose themselves in any fashion with- 


out concern to strenuous stipulations of 
modesty and self-expression. 

Instead of zooming in on uniforms 
and strict dress codes to conduct cohe- 
sion, our campus’ pride stems from our 
choice to trek through the halls every day 
not because we all look the same. Our 
mark of identity comes from the frantic 
look of finals during the last half of the se- 
mester and the not-so-occasional penny 
board drifting across the sidewalks. 

And the differences in how we choose 
to dress ourselves are really not of our 
greatest concern. Sure, it’s noted. You 
may pass by wearing the flyest ensemble 
I've ever seen — shades, quaffed hair and 
all — but it's not my main focus. I'll keep 
your look in my eye for as long as it takes 
to pass you by. 

That's because there are no stipulations 
regarding dress in our school code; it’s not 
a center focus on the day-to-day happen- 
ings on our campus, unlike many K-12 
schools across the country. 

School uniforms were first intro- 
duced to public school systems through 


_the Long Beach Unified School district 


in 1994 following a trend of hyper-con- 
trolled public safety. Among the many 
reasons for the regulation were student 
safety and, according to the National 
Association of Elementary School Prin- 
cipals, creating a “level playing field” in 
academic focus. 

But these rules haven't been entirely 
fool-proof. 


Gang violence was at its highest lead- 
ing up to 1990, and color-affiliation was 
pinpointed as a marker of street status 
among youths, but greater restrictions 
made to color choices had little to no ef- 
fect on the decrease in crime. 

Uniforms- proclaimed to lower the 
economic cost for parents and diminish 
differences across wealth exemplified 
through clothing, but the uniform mar- 


Open ears, not eyes 


Podcasts are quickly 
becoming the hot new 
way of consuming 
media, and not without 
reason. 


By MICAYLA VERMEEREN 
Opinions Editor 


henever I walk 

by someone 

wearing head- 

phones, my au- 

tomatic instinct 

is to figure out what song they're listening 

to based on the few personality cues I can 
pick up in a glance. 

More and more, though, I've come to 
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realize I need to expand my guesses to 
include not just songs, but audiobooks 
and podcasts, too. 

Over the last few years, I heard the 
buzz around podcasts steadily increas- 
ing but never really did anything to 
check it all out for myself — and appar- 
ently, I had been severely missing out. 

Up until last year, I had only ever 
heard of podcasts being used to lull my 
baby brother to sleep when he got sick 
of lullaby CDs or to help my mom com- 
bat early morning insomnia. 

In my mind, they were the equivalent 
to lifestyle blogs, something you don't 
really need to invest in but can check 
in on when youre bored and tired and 
don’t want to put a lot of energy into 
entertaining yourself. And, according 
to the people in my life, podcasts quite 
literally put you to sleep. 

Then, “Serial” happened. 
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I felt like everyone I knew, class- 
mates, family and professors alike, were 


plugging in to listen to the podcast ded- ~ 


icated to investigating the 1993 murder 
of Hae Min Lee, allegedly at the hands 
of her then-boyfriend Adnan Syed. 

And I really didn’t get why. 

Tm an avid lover of all the cheesy 
crime television shows like NCIS, Law 
& Order and CSI, but a huge part of 
the appeal for me is the visual impact 
of pseudo-realistic depictions of crimes 
and the people impacted by them. 

How could someone just talking 
about a case really be all that gripping? 

So, stubbornly, I decided to see what 
all the hype was about. I plugged in my 
headphones, questioned whether or 
not I should prepare myself for an acci- 
dental nap, and hit play. 

Then, I got it. 

Yes, there are dozens upon dozens of 
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Rex C. Curry | DaLtas Morninc News | TNS 
Argyle High School seniors Laura Carr (left) Alyssa Creager (center) and Meghan Donnelly pose in dresses which 
didn’t meet the dress code for a recent homecoming dance. 


ket is booming and such dress codes are 
an indication of impacted schools from 
lower economic means. 

And while these restrictions were 
meant to deter focus away from un-aca- 
demic avenues, it has mainstreamed the 
importance of exterior presentation in a 
way that renders it drone-central, with 
conformity to disciplined order at its core. 

It assesses the diagnosis instead of the 


podcasts based around quick, soothing 
scripts that don’t try and do much dam- 
age to listeners. But there is an entire 
world of podcasts I refused to acknowl- 
edge that reach into some of the most 
captivating corners of media. 

I didn’t realize that removing the 
visual aspect of storytelling would en- 
hance, not deteriorate, the message 
being shared. And I surely didn’t antici- 
pate the level of production quality that 
came from podcasts. 

The integration of sound effects, 
clear vocals and riveting content broke 
my conception that podcasts were, for 
lack of any better word, dull. 

I began to appreciate the softer pod- 
casts my mom recommended for the 
anxiety quellers they were and soon 
turned to them as a way to end my 
busiest days. I loved the social dialogue 
prompted by “Serial” and associated 
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Design Adviser Gary Metzker 
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symptoms. 
Instead of gearing energy toward inno- 


vative academic techniques, it strays into 
a territory that is outdated and ineffective, 
and more focused on outside sources 
rather than the student. 

Measuring where their hemline starts 
and ends has nothing to do with it. 

Students should be taught to celebrate 
differences instead of obliterate them. 


series and turned to them when I want- 
ed to have something other than “The 
Office” on in the background as I went 
about doing chores. 

Podcasts walk the line between en- 
riching and being non-intrusive per- 
fectly, allowing everyone from mul- 
titaskers to the visually impaired to 
consume high quality media without 
needing to carve out a specific period 
of time to do so. They’re incredibly 
accessible, with outlets from NPR to 
our very own KBeach providing pod- 
casts to stream for free. Some podcast 
series, like “Serial,” have websites 
dedicated to their audio archives or 
make their episodes available through 
iTunes. 

Regardless of where they come from 
or how often you consume them, pod- 
casts are undeniably solidifying their 
status as a media culture staple. 
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Learn about Congress 


Expenses paid 


while you earn up to 20 credits. 


by working in Congress! 


No matter what your major, if you’re a student leader with a strong academic record and a commitment 
to community or public service, apply now for the Panetta Congressional Internship. 


Each fall semester, the Panetta Institute for Public Policy, located on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula, 
provides selected California students an intensive two-week training course on the workings of the 
U.S. Congress, then sends them to Washington D.C., expenses paid, for 11 weeks of service to a 
California member of the U.S. House of Representatives. While in Washington, you'll attend special 
seminars with government leaders, journalists and policy experts. And with the submission of an 
experiential journal and a research paper, you can earn academic credits at your school. 


For more about the program qualifications and application process, go to: 


www.csulb.edu/panetta 


a Intern Program 


Open to students at all CSU campuses, along with private universities. Must be a junior or senior in fall 2016. Apply through the CSULB Office 
of the Vice President for Student Affairs by 5pm on Friday, Feb.19. All program costs are covered by the Panetta Institute, including your 
travel to and from Washington, housing expenses and a stipend. 
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Dirtbags projected to finish third 


‘The preseason 
coaches’ poll picked 
an improved LBSU 
baseball team to move 
up the standings this 
season. 


By MATT SIMON 
Staff Writer 


The 2016 Big West Baseball pre- 
season coaches’ poll picked the Long 
Beach State Dirtbags to finish third. 

The position would place the team 
three spots higher than last year, when 
the Dirtbags finished sixth with a 28-26 
record and an 11-13 record in the con- 
ference. 

A big part of that predicted jump in 
standings is due to the return of Louis- 
ville Slugger Preseason All-Americans 
Garrett Hampson and Chris Mathew- 
son. 

Mathewson, who finished fourth 
in the Big West in earned run average 
last year, said he believes that the poll 
is wrong and the team has a chance to 
finish first in conference after the team 
scrimmage last Thursday. 

“I think that this team is great, 
Mathewson said. “Just playing today 
I know we're going to destroy some said. 


teams.” The high ranking also shows that the 


Mathewson said there's only one 


SOFTBALL 


thing the team is capable of becoming. 
“Big West champions, Mathewson 


conference coaches believe the Dirt- 


ley is skeptical. 


bags are an improved team from last 
year. However, head coach Troy Buck- 


“Its early on? Buckley said. “The 
polls are based on last year’s results, but 
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Sophomore right-hander Chris Mathewson (27) earned All-American honors this preseason, along with teammate 
Garrett Hampson. 


also what the coaches know about the 
teams. It is also based on what coaches 
know about their own team.” 

The team finished just six points be- 
hind defending Big West champions 


Cal State Fullerton and three behind 
University of Irvine. When it came 
down to first-place votes, the Dirtbags 
finished with three; only one behind 
CSUF. 

Catcher Eric Hutting said the 49ers 
will look to show how much they have 
improved since last season. Being a se- 
nior, Hutting has been around to see the 


. progress over the years. 


“This team is [a] good team,’ Hutting 
said. “We're getting better every day.and 
working hard.” 

Along with the preseason poll, Buck- 
ley said the team won't have an idea of 
what they really have until later in the 
season. 

“We're six weeks away from when 
we start conference play,’ Buckley said. 
“There's going to be a lot that we learn 
about our team in that time so we will 
see” 

Along with the return of Hampson 
and Mathewson, the team also has sev- 
eral returners that are expected to make 
an impact right away. Sophomore Luke 
Rasmussen is one of those players.after 
finishing fourth in the Big West in bat- 
ting average last year. 

Buckley said he is impressed with his 
team so far and knows they have a shot 
if the team can play to its potential. 

“The Dirtbags are better than last 
year,’ Buckley said. “The Dirtbags have 
better leadership this year” 

LBSU’s season starts with a home se- 
ries against Holy Cross on Feb. 19. 


49ers favorites in Big West 


The conference’s yearly 
preseason coaches’ poll picks 
LBSU’s softball team to win it 
all this season. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


For the second year in a row, the Big West presea- 
son coaches’ poll selected the Long Beach State softball 
team to finish at the top of the conference. 

And for the second year in a row, head coach Kim 
Sowder said the poll won't affect her team for better or 
worse. 

“Tt’s nice to have the respect for the program and the 
players that are [here],” Sowder said. “But it kind of fin- 
ishes right there. It’s all about the finish and we're just 
trying to stay focused on what we're doing every day 
at practice” 

After winning the Big West conference champi- 
onships in 2014, the 2015 preseason poll picked the 
49ers to repeat as conference champions with a total 
of four first-place votes. LBSU finished one game be- 
hind Cal State Northridge last season after the Mata- 
dors finished with a school-record 16 conference wins 
and 41 overall. 

In the 2016 poll, LBSU earned six out of eight first- 
place votes for a total of 62 points. 

A main reason why the 49ers are once again in con- 
tention for the title is the return of six letterwinners 
from last season. One of those players returning is LB- 


SU’s all-time leader in home runs and runs batted in, 
senior third baseman Darian Tautalafua. 


Entering her last year as a 49er, Tautalafua said she 


isn't approaching the season any differently and that 
means she knows the preseason poll wont dictate how 
the season goes. 

“We all think it’s really cool that we got picked 
first” Tautalafua said. “But at the end of the day it 
doesn't really mean anything. We still have to go out 
and play.” 

Despite the return of several starters, the 49ers will 
need to fill a two-time Big West Defensive Player of the 
Year sized hole at shortstop. With the departure of the 
school’s all-time leader in runs and career batting aver- 
age, Shayna Kimbrough, Sowder is looking at freshman 
Nichole Fry to step in from the very first pitch of the 
season. 

Fry said the coaches are letting her play her own 
game and not expecting results out of Kimbrough just 
yet. 

“They've been letting me do my thing for the most 
part,’ Fry said. “I look up to Shayna a lot. She’s just an 
awesome player and I hope to be like her” 

Its only Fry’s first year, but like Tautalafua and 
Sowder, she does not give the preseason poll too much 
credence. 

“I just respect that they respect us like that; Fry said. 

Cal State Fullerton follows LBSU in the 2016 presea- 
son poll with one first place vote and 52 points. Hawai’i 
rounds out the top three with the last remaining first- 
place vote and 46 points. 

The 49ers start their season on the road Friday as 
part of the Sportco Kickoff Classic against South Dako- 
ta in Las Vegas at 11:15 p.m. 
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Senior outfielder Haley Tobler is one of six returning letterwinners on the LBSU 
softball team. 


